
May 17, 2010 

 

 A Special Meeting and Public Hearing of the Council of 
the City of Manassas, Virginia was held in the Second Floor 
Conference Room and Council Chambers, City Hall on the above 
date with the following present: Mayor Harry J. Parrish II, 
Council Members Sheryl L. Bass, Andrew L. Harrover, J. Steven 
Randolph, Jonathan L. Way, and Mark D. Wolfe; City Manager 
Lawrence D. Hughes, Community Development Director Elizabeth 
S. Via-Gossman, Planning and Zoning Services Manager Terry 
Russell, and City Clerk Andrea P. Madden. 
 
 Absent were Council Members Marc T. Aveni, City Attorney 
Robert W. Bendall, and Deputy City Attorney Martin R. Crim. 
 
 Mayor Parrish called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 
and dispensed with the invocation and the Pledge of 
Allegiance to the flag. 
 
 The City Clerk reported that the news media had been 
notified of the Special Meeting in accordance with the 
Freedom of Information Act. 
 
 The City Clerk read the Notice of Special Meeting 
acknowledged by all Council Members stating that the Special 
Meeting was called for the following purposes: 
 1.   As per the attached agenda dated May 17, 2010. 
 2.  Other pertinent business for the operation of the 
City. 
 

Work Sessions. 
 
 Item 1 of the Agenda:  Work Session to Discuss the 
Greater Washington 2050 Compact and Provide an Update on 
Council of Government (COG) Issues. 
 
 City Council met with David Robertson and Paul 
DesJardin to discuss the Greater Washington 2050 Compact 
and discuss current COG issues.  Mr. Robertson explained 
that the 2050 Compact is a voluntary commitment to regional 
action that elected officials, business leaders, and 
governmental agencies can refer to when advocating 
positions or making decisions.  Mr. Robertson emphasized 
the flexibility that each jurisdiction has to support the 
Compact and stated that COG understands that differences 
exist among localities. 
 
 Council Member Way reviewed the concerns that he has 
regarding the proposed resolution and the implications of 
signing an agreement to support the 2050 Compact.  Council 
Member Way stated that some of the goals do not benefit the 
City of Manassas and some consideration should be given to 
the allocation of resources to accomplish certain 
objectives. 
 
 Mayor Parrish asked how COG will determine the success 
of the 2050 Compact in the years to come. 
 Mr. Robertson stated that COG will collect data and 
report on the region as a whole, individual municipalities 
will not be compared to one another or identified with any 
particular set of data. 
 
 Mayor Parrish, Council Member Randolph, and Mr. Hughes 
left the meeting at 6:35 p.m. 
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 The discussion regarding the City’s approval of a 
resolution endorsing the Greater Washington 2050 Compact 
continued.   
 
 Item 2 of the Agenda: Work Session to Conduct a Brief 
Survey Entitled “A Conversation on Aging.” 
 
 Raymond Beverage, the City’s representative on the 
Commission on Aging, discussed the organization’s survey 
entitled “A Conversation on Aging.” 
 
 Vice-Mayor Harrover called for a recess at 7:25 p.m. 
 Vice-Mayor Harrover reconvened the meeting in Council 
Chambers at 7:30 p.m. 
 

Public Hearing. 
 

The Vice-Mayor read an affidavit of publication that was 
before him signed by an authorized agent of the News & 
Messenger newspaper certifying that the public hearing listed 
on the evening’s agenda was published in conformance with 
Virginia law and City ordinances. 
 
 Item 3 of the Agenda:  Public Hearing on Special Use 
Permit #2010-09:  Pennington School, Prince William County 
Schools, 9305 Stonewall Road, Amending Special Use Permit 
#2006-15 to Add Four Additional Modular Classrooms, 
Pursuant to Section 130-281 of the Code of Ordinances, City 
of Manassas, Virginia (2002) As Amended. 
 
 Mr. Russell stated that Prince William County Schools 
is requesting an amendment to the existing conditions of 
Special Use Permit #2006-15 to add four additional modular 
classrooms at Philip Michael Pennington School, pursuant to 
Section 130-281 of the City of Manassas Ordinance.  The 
site has two existing modular classrooms, which will remain 
on the property.  The four additional units will be used to 
house students as renovations are occurring within the 
school.  Student enrollment at the school will not increase 
as a result of the additional classroom space.  Mr. Russell 
reported that no citizens came forward to speak on the 
proposal at the Planning Commission’s May 5, 2010 public 
hearing.  The Planning Commission unanimously recommended 
approval as conditioned. 
 
 Maureen Hannan, Land Acquisition Supervisor for Prince 
William County Public Schools, stated that the planned 
renovations will take approximately two years to complete.  
Ms. Hannan noted that surrounding property owners were 
invited to attend a community meeting at the school on 
April 13, 2010; no one appeared at the meeting and there 
were no phone calls or complaints received from citizens. 
 
 Council Member Way noted that there was a great deal 
of debate within the City regarding the use of modular 
classrooms.  Manassas City Public Schools have essentially 
eliminated the use of such units.  Council Member Way asked 
if the two modular classrooms currently on the grounds will 
be removed after the renovations are completed. 
 Ms. Hannan stated that they are intended to be 
permanent classrooms and will remain after renovations are 
completed and the other units are removed.   
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 Council Member Wolfe encouraged the applicant to 
develop a remediation plan to eliminate the modular 
classrooms in the proposed five-year timeframe. 
 
 Vice-Mayor Harrover stated that the City continues to 
be concerned with traffic issues on Stonewall Road near 
Pennington School, particularly with the expansion of All 
Saints Catholic Church. 
 
 Vice-Mayor Harrover opened the public hearing. 
 
 The Vice-Mayor invited anyone who wished to do so 
address Council in favor of the special use permit. 
 
 No one spoke. 
 
 The Vice-Mayor invited anyone who wished to do so 
address Council in opposition to the special use permit. 
 
 No one spoke. 
 
 Staff recommends that the public hearing be closed and 
action on this item be scheduled for the next regular 
meeting. 
   

COUNCIL MEMBER WOLFE MOVED to close the public 
hearing. Seconded by Council Member Way and CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
 
 The public hearing was closed at 7:41 p.m. 
 
 Motion was duly made, seconded and CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
to adjourn the meeting. 
 
 Vice-Mayor Harrover declared the meeting adjourned at 
7:42 p.m. 
 
 
 
             
MAYOR  CITY CLERK 
 
        
  DATE APPROVED 


